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Use OpenTopography tools to convert LiDAR imagery into a Google Earth overlay  
Start on http://opentopography.org/ 
 

1. Click on Find Data. 
2. The map shows all data LiDAR data available through Open Topography – most of these are earth 

science research-oriented datasets. The red dots are LiDAR datasets. Zoom in on the map to see 
the boundaries of each dataset. Using this tool, these data can be processed for viewing in Google 
Earth. 

3. Zoom in and use the Select a region button to highlight an area to retrieve the LiDAR (click and 
drag to draw a box). 

4. Scroll the page to below the map then click on Get Data. Note: there might be more than one 
dataset available – choose one that has LiDAR data (vs Shuttle Radar Topography for instance.) 

 
 

 
5. On the new page, if you receive a warning, then use the select a region button to choose a new, 

smaller region. (create an account, its free!, and you can access more LiDAR data with an account) 
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6. Basic steps for creating LiDAR 
image for Google Earth of 
vegetation removed, bare earth: 
If you see Google Earth Imagery 
File in the Select Data Product 
area of the page, you can click 
that link and get the KMZ! If you 
wish to tweak some settings, 
continue on… 

1a. Select area of data to 
download or process: Keep the 
area you already selected or 
create a selection. 

1b Choose Return Classification: 
Click on Ground to select only the 
lidar returns from the ground surface. 
(Skip this step 1b does not appear  

2) Point Cloud Results: unclick all 
boxes or if you receive an error, select 
Point cloud data in LAS format. 

3a) DEM Generation (Local 
Gridding): unclick all boxes 
3b) DEM Generation (TIN): click on 
Calculate TIN; keep everything else 
the same 
4) Derivative Products: unclick the 
box 

5) Visualization: click on Generate 
hillshade images and Google Earth 
files from DEMs; keep everything 
else the same 

7. Click on Submit: wait a few minutes 
for the results page. 

8. Click on the Google Earth KMZ 
files – save and then open in Google 
Earth. If you have the Goolge Earth 
plug-in installed in your browser you 
can open the file directly into Google 
Earth without having to launch the 
Google Earth application. 

9. Example of LiDAR image in 
Google 
Earth. 

 
	  


